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Fairfield City Council’s 2020 Capture Fairfield Visual Arts & Photography 
Competition saw 46 visual art and 427 photograph submissions entered, 
whereby entrants showed off their creative talents in capturing the 
essence of our City.

This year’s theme of ‘Discover Fairfield’ attracted entries from artists and 
photographers in the primary, secondary and adult categories, of the 
landscapes, experiences and attractions unique to Fairfield City.

Judges made their selection based on the skill and strong visual appeal of 
the works submitted.

The judging panel included Fairfield City Mayor Frank Carbone; Councillor 
Sera Yilmaz; artist, teacher and first place-getter in the 2019 Capture 
Fairfield competition Ann-Maree Ager of Bossley Park High School; 
Fairfield City Museum & Gallery Coordinator; and Council’s Manager 
Communications and Marketing.

Welcome to the Fairfield City Capture Fairfield  
Visual Arts and Photography Competition Book

The following pages showcase many of the 2020 Capture Fairfield Visual 
Arts & Photography Competition entries including the winning and highly 
commended works.

Thank you to everyone who entered the competition and 
congratulations to our winners. We have enjoyed exploring Fairfield City 
through your eyes and look forward to next year’s submissions.
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Message from the Mayor
The 2020 Capture Fairfield Visual Arts & Photography Competition 
presented participants with the opportunity to capture a transformative 
time in Fairfield City’s history.

COVID-19 is having an ongoing impact on our community. This year has 
shown us that times of hardship reinforce our incredibly strong sense of 
community, that’s what our City is all about.

Staying home did not deter our residents from entering the competition, 
with submission numbers matching and even surpassing 2019 figures. 

The calibre of works was impressive and I would like to thank everyone 
who took the time to enter. As I look through each submission, I feel great 
pride for our City and the resilience of its people. 

I hope you make the time to visit the exhibitions at Fairfield City Council 
Administration Centre and Whitlam Library Cabramatta and get inspired to 
enter next year.

Frank Carbone
Mayor of Fairfield
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Message from the City Manager
Council has taken an innovative approach to celebrate Local 
Government Week with an interactive project that provided 
opportunities for the whole community to participate in and enjoy. 

The 2020 Capture Fairfield Visual Arts & Photography Competition has 
captured the skills and creativity of our community in the face of a 
global pandemic, a unique time in the history of our City. 

I would like to congratulate everyone who submitted their works, which 
clearly reflect the diversity of our people and City.

I look forward to seeing more entries submitted in future years.

Alan Young 
City Manager
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Visual Arts 
Adult

First Prize 
Diane Yousouf, Adult

“Autumn Gold”  

The sunlight catching on the tree and 
something about the shadows cast across the 
local roundabout were the inspiration for this 

small artwork.

I have been living in Fairfield LGA for 42 years. 
My children attended local schools and I 

found the community spirit to be very good. 
When I decided to take art classes there were 

some close to my home in Carramar. The 
teacher, Linda Simonis helped me develop 

many skills in the visual arts.

1st
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Second Prize 
Dalin Shamonka, Adult 
“Fairfield Altarpiece”  

It is a reflection of my personal experience of moving from one country to another as a result of war. It captures me in the centre and family 
members who migrated from Iraq to Lebanon and finally to Australia. During this migration, our family was separated - some in Iraq, some in 
Lebanon. This is symbolised in the artwork by the fabric we have around our bodies that was once all one piece holding all the family together. 
However, after the experience of immigration, the fabric was torn into pieces symbolising the disconnection we had. It also depicts the reunion 
of our family in Australia and specifically in Fairfield. Fairfield was the only place that welcomed us, allowing all our family members to be together 
after a long journey of disconnection. This is symbolised through the posture of my mother’s and father's bodies on the extremes, captured in a 
way that evokes the feelings of protection and security just as Fairfield provided these same feelings to me and my family. 

I am a 18-year-old girl and graduated from Mary Mackillop Catholic College. I came from Iraq and have been in Australia for 4 years now. Growing 
up I faced many difficulties adapting to new places, however I was able to find security through my hobby of drawing. I am an Art Express nominee 
currently waiting for July to enter a university.

2nd
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Third Prize 
Svetlana Panov, Adult

“The Clusters of Beauty”  

The inspiration for this sculpture was Orphan School Creek. Being 
exposed to the natural beauty and seeing something new every 
time resulted in this condensed version in my sculpture. It’s made 
from snow white earthenware clay and parts of it are coated in 
crackle golden glaze.

I am an artist who enjoys using many mediums. I’m president 
of The Fairfield Art Society. I facilitate watercolour classes for 
adults at Fairfield City Museum and Gallery. I’ve had four solo 
exhibitions and have been part of many group exhibitions.

3rd

Each submission tells a unique 
narrative of a personal connection 
or experience with our 
community.

Communications and Marketing Coordinator
Fairfield City Council 

“ “
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First Prize 
Lauren Alzamora, Mary McKillop Catholic College 

“Zoom across Fairfield” 

Visual Arts 
Secondary

 

My artwork, “ZOOM across Fairfield”, depicts the 
celebration of diversity even during the Coronavirus 

pandemic! I drew people of Assyrian, Vietnamese, 
Somalian, Chilean, Gandangara, Indian, Bosnian and 

Lebanese descent on a Zoom call with Mayor Frank 
Carbone, through which all cultures could discover each 

other’s unique heritage! I researched the tradition and 
language of each beautiful culture in the hope that I 

could depict each one accurately, I hope each culture is 
represented well!

My name is Lauren Alzamora, and I am a 15-year-old 
student attending Mary MacKillop Catholic College! 

I have always enjoyed art, and entering this art 
competition was a super fun opportunity for me to 
use my skills and create an artwork appreciating the 

different cultures of Fairfield, especially since I myself 
have a diverse cultural background. I would like to thank 

Fairfield City Council for this opportunity, and my dog 
and four cats for their immense support during the 

drawing process

1st
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Second Prize 
Silar Gorbthum, Freeman Catholic College 
“Alone” 

When someone mentions 'backyard', the first 
thing that comes to mind is my dog, Nin. She 
was a very energetic and active dog who 
loved to play around with my other two dogs. 
However, Nin's siblings died last year due to a 
stroke, which left her all by herself. She became 
less active and lost her appetite for 2 months. 
Nin would always lie restlessly in the backyard 
with no energy to play nor eat. My art piece 
explores the emotions of dullness and sadness 
portrayed in Nin's expression. 

My name is Silaar Gorbthum and I am turning 
16 this year. I am currently studying at Freeman 
Catholic College, year 10. Art and technology 
are favourite subjects and I like creating new 
artworks in my spare time. Most of my artworks 
are paintings and sketches of my family 
members. I like taking challenges and work hard 
to achieve each of my artwork.

2nd
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Third Prize 
George Alkhoury, Bossley Park High School 
“Welcome” 

This is a drawing of the food from my Syrian 
culture. I wanted to create a drawing of food from 
my culture because food connects us no matter 
where we are in the world. When we share our meal 
it brings us closer to our family and friends and I am 
home. I would like to welcome you to my culture 
and the taste of my homeland of Syria in my new 
home, Australia.

I am a refugee from Syria and I have lived in 
Australia for approximately 3 years and have been a 
student at Bossley Park High School for a year and 
a half. I am extremely grateful to call this beautiful 
country of Australia my new home.

3rd

The artworks were compelling, 
reflecting the creativity that is present 
in the community.

Museum and Gallery Coordinator
Fairfield City Council 

“ “
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Visual Arts 
Primary
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First Prize 
Olivia Grinage-Casasola, Harrington Street Public School

“The Love of Aquatopia” 

I have painted the big tall slides and towers at 
Aquatopia Water Park, in Prairiewood Leisure 

Centre. I have used crayons and water colours. I 
used a range of bright colours that reminds me of 

the big water slides and towers

I am a crazy, loud yet loving 5-year-old girl. My 
favorite thing to do in summer is play by the beach 
until my fingers are wrinkly.  I love Hip-Hop dancing 

and designing new hair styles using my mum as a 
hair model... maybe one day I'll become a  

Hip-Hop dancing hair dresser. I enjoy annoying my 
older brother, I mean i enjoy drawing with him and 

creating new art works with his help.

1st



16

Second Prize 
Kirah Liashenko, Lansvale Public School 
“Solitary Confinement” 

My artwork is a plant on a table and that plant represents 
a family during quarantine because no one is around 
them. The table is furnished with a drawer and inside 
the drawer is a card. As well as a pot plant, there is a 
handmade journal and picture frame on the table top. 
The card, journal and picture frame represent the hope 
that the family is safe and healthy. 

I'm in year 6 at Lansvale Public School. I love food and 
anime and I especially love my family and my dogs Bella 
and Treasure . I also like art and webtoons. 

2nd
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Third Prize 
Lilah Radisic,  Edensor Park Public School

“When the farm meets the city”  

A day at Calmsley Hill Farm. When you 
look at the llamas and you see the 

tractor parked behind the fence, you 
feel like you are far away from home 

but you are still in the city.

I'm a 11 years old and in year 5. I love art 
and drawing, so I thought I would take 

the opportunity to show what I love 
the most about living here.

3rd
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Louise Jelavic, Adult 
“New Holland Honey Eater”  

Melvy Connell, Adult 
“Laneway”  

This artwork is of my 81-year-old father on 
his daily walks with his companions.

The New Holland Honeyeater often visits my backyard. This is a very active 
bird, whether dashing in pursuit of a flying insect or chasing other honeyeaters 
away, the New Holland Honeyeater is seldom seen sitting still. Here I captured 

the New Holland Honeyeater in watercolours on cotton paper.
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Bing Liu, Adult 
“Autumns Tale”  

Alicia Bitetto, Adult 
“Capturing Calmsley Hill”  

My artwork is capturing Calmsley Hill City Farm in every light 
that I see it in. My childhood is full of memories from the farm 
and Western Sydney Parklands and I wouldn’t change it for 
the world.

This watercolor painting is inspired by our backyard. My 
backyard has lots of trees and a river. When autumn come, 

trees will turn gold. It is very beautiful like a fairy tale.
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Vivian Sawa, Adult 
“The Heart of Jesus”  

Marijo Sucic, Adult  
“Animal Control”

On the surface, this illustration focuses on the Animal Control department in 
FCC and the 'discoveries' they may make on a daily basis; good or bad. It also 
highlights the issue of managing our companion animal populations before 
problems arise. The illustration also tries to highlight other underlying issues 
- especially that of the elderly - such as loneliness, health, hygiene, hoarding, 
management of the household, and checking in on our neighbours. 

The Heart of Jesus is based on a church in the Fairfield area and 
is also to remind myself and others that no matter what, during 

this hard time and all the issues that everyone is facing, just 
remember that both God and Jesus are with you and will help 

you through this hard time and what you are going through. 
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Damyana Moma, Adult 
“Fairfield the Mother”  

Cheryl Tate, Adult 
“Bland Oak”  

My painting of the Bland Oak Tree in Oakdene Park Carramar shows the 
sun peeping through the dense leaves of the historic tree planted in 1842 
making it one of Sydney's oldest living trees. The tree is a symbol of local 
heritage and resilience as it lives on after being split in two in a storm in 
1941. Its roots and branches spread far and wide to give it strength and 
endurance just like the multicultural nature of Fairfield.

Fairfield is more than natural manifestations, there 
are other deep meanings in it. In the background I 

painted the nature of Fairfield, and flowers are the 
people who live in Fairfield. They are like flowers 
that decorate the garden. I have also embodied 

the cultural and intellectual perpetrator of Fairfield 
by drawing books that represent Fairfield Library, 

in addition to nature, beauty and culture, I have 
embodied the landmarks and buildings.
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Daniel Firth, Secondary 
“The Dairy”  

This is a vectorised photo of the hills in Western Sydney Parklands, not far 
from The Diary. The vector art process involves drawing vectors (or lines) 
over a photo in illustrator software such as Adobe Illustrator. 

The submissions were successful in 
capturing the diversity and colour in 
our City.

Capture Fairfield Judge

“ “
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Keli Longdon, Secondary 
“Hamburger”  

Emilya Balyos, Secondary 
“Colour of Suburbia” 

In simple form, my painting is of a hamburger 
but what it truly represents are memories. It 
is a still life painting of a plain hamburger that 
upon a simple glance can bring back joyful 
memories of eating one, it can bring back 
memories of flavour and smell all in one look. 
I find that truly amazing.

Colourful and bright painting of a house 
inspired by Australian Artist Howard Arkley. 
This artwork represents to me of home and 

the safety and love that my home and family 
give me in Australia.
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Tommi Chiem, Primary 
“My Backatopia”  

Pristine Fetu, Primary 
“Recent Bushfires”  

Tammi Chiem, Secondary 
“My Backyard”  

My artwork is about the recent bushfires and 
the animals that were affected. The animals are 
watching the fires. 

The artwork depicts the Cabramatta Freedom 
Gate on the Moon Festival, a dragon dance 
is happening in front of it and people are 
enjoying their time there. 

I wish this could be my backyard because 
it would be really awesome. It feels really 
relaxing when the giant bucket drops a 
significant amount of water onto your head 
and body. The slides are gigantic and looks 
very fun to play on! 
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Emily Nguyen, Primary 
“Isolation online”  

My work represents the time when COVID-19 
was spreading and everyone had to stay home. 

Sally Tran, Primary 
“Fairfield Adventure Park”  

Fairfield Adventure Park is a place in Fairfield 
where lots of kids go to play, climb, and play 
with sand. 

Emily Nguyen, Primary 
“Fairfield Hospital”  

My artwork is of Fairfield Hospital and I chose 
to sketch this because it is a well known 
building and was a place that helped many 
people in our community during COVID-19. 
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Photography  
Adult

First Prize 
Jason Ghaby, Adult

“Serenity is just around the corner”  
- Western Sydney Parklands

1st
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Second Prize 
Viraphong Phomphitak, Adult 

“Sunset in Dutton Lane” - Cabramatta 

2nd
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Third Prize 
Dean Pipatvong, Adult
“Peeping Tom” - St Johns Park

3rd

Upon judging the photographs it 
became very clear that the standard of 
all the entries was very high.

Capture Fairfield Judge

“ “
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Highly Commended 
Martin Ratcliff, Adult

“Lunch in the Park” - Western Sydney Parklands
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Highly Commended 
Lin Cai, Adult
“Dusk After Downpour” - Endeavour Sports Reserve
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Photography 
Secondary

First Prize 
Robert Lin, Prairiewood High School 

“To Rest in Highest Excellence” - Cabramatta  
1st
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Second Prize 
Em Tai Le Tran, Cabramatta High School 
“Thi Vuong” - Cabramatta 

2nd
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Third Prize 
Natasha Wood, Bossley Park High School  

“Donkey at Play” - Abbotsbury  
3rd
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Highly Commended 
Peter Hanna, Adult
“Glass Ball Reflection of Trees” - Edensor Park 
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Photography 
Primary

First Prize 
Charlotte Lee, Bossley Park Public School 

“Mysterious Mantis” - Bossley Park 

1st
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Second Prize 
Kim Truong, Bossley Park Primary School 
“Sunburst” - Bossley Park 

Third Prize 
Ayla Kapic, Bossley Park Primary School  

“The Mysterious Sunset” 
Bossley Park 

2nd

3rd
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Highly Commended 
Emma DiMarzio, Bossley Park Public School
“Intricate Filaments” - Bossley Park  

The photography competition has 
encouraged local students to explore 
natural wonders in their community 
and get creative behind the lens.

Natural Resource Officer
Fairfield City Council 

“ “
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Highly Commended 
Rachel Yaldo, Bossley Park Public School 

“First Sun”- Bossley Park  
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 Alex Benetel, Adult
“Golden Blaze” - Western Sydney Parklands
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Belinda Smart, Adult
“The most significant native tree in the Fairfield area.  
Eucalyptus eugenioides (commonly known as Thin 
leaved stringy bark) - Parkes Reserve, Canley Vale

Rhonda Ung, Adult
“Warmth” - Chipping Norton Lake
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Andy Tan, Adult
“Bridge of Orphan School Creek” 

Tiffany Smart, Adult
“Red Browed Fire Tail enjoying afternoon tea” - Fairfield
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Haylee Tumanik, Adult
“Cockatoo Lunch Break”   

Johnston Park, Canley Vale
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Loc Nguyen, Adult 
“The Sole of Cabramatta Market” 

Simon Bui, Adult 
“Cool, Calm and Cabramatta” 

Through the eyes of Capture Fairfield 
we can see the true beauty of our 
vibrant places.

Cabramatta Place Manager
Fairfield City Council 

“ “
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Ellen Pang, Adult
“Sunset Serenity” - Strong Park, Lansvale

Mandy Heng, Adult 
“Socially distanced studying” - Whitlam Library, Cabramatta
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Stephanie Kacprazk, Adult 
“Neon Cuckoo Bee”  - Prairiewood

Monique Wood, Adult 
“Discovering Abbotsbury and Calmsley Hill ” - Abbotsbury
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Anita Ansell, Adult 
“Lest We Forget” - Abbotsbury

Maree Wade, Adult 
“Lest We Forget” - Smithfield

Rachel Ingram, Adult 
“Nelson and Piper” - Fairfield Heights
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Patrick Houlihan, Adult 
“Just Beyond The Fence” - Lizard Log Park

Lin Cai, Adult 
“Fairfield’s falling rays” - Endeavour Sports Field
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John Lodge, Adult 
“Backyard Paradise” - Wetherill Park Nature Reserve
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Claudia Ahumada Pina, Adult 
“Storm is coming” - Moonrise Lookout
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Rebecca DiMarzio, Secondary 
“Sunset over Moonrise” - Sugarloaf Ridge Lookout, Horsley Park

Pamela Lodge, Adult 
“Stay Gold” - Wetherill Park 
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Em Tai Le Tran, Secondary 
“Post Street Nam” - Lansvale

We know that Fairfield residents 
are proud to belong to a diverse 
multicultural community.

Social and Cultural Development Officer
Fairfield City Council 
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Michael Doan, Adult 
“Social Distance - COVID-19”  - Canley Vale

Jayden Huynh, Secondary 
“Stones” - Fairfield
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Lana Danial, Secondary 
“Confused Bunny” - Bossley Park

Adam Cowell-Brough, Secondary 
“My Frog” - Wakeley
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Joanna Gallo, Secondary 
“Best Friend” - Wetherill Park
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Theresa Catford, Secondary 
“Road to Nowhere” - Western Sydney Parklands

Yousif Alkateb, Secondary 
“Golden Sun” - Wakeley The Capture Fairfield book gives the 

community the opportunity to shine through 
the eyes of individuals as they explore the 
hidden natural beauty of Fairfield City’s 
indigenous flora and fauna.

Bush Care Officer
Fairfield City Council 

“ “
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Natasha Wood, Secondary 
“Calmsley Sheep Grazing” - Calmsley Hill City Farm

Emiliano Sanchez, Secondary 
“Fear of Heights” - Wakeley

Theresa Catford, Secondary 
“Mirror Lake” - Western Sydney Parklands
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 Axel Malanos, Secondary 
“Little Things” - Canley Heights

Kristen Nguyen, Secondary 
“Autumn leaves” - Canley Heights
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Stephen Bursic, Secondary 
“Discovery” - Prairiewood

Simon Chidiag, Secondary 
“Monument to Fairfield” - Fairfield 
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Charlotte Lee, Primary 
“Holy...leaf!” - Bossley Park

The composition of the entries 
particularly that of the youth, were far 
advanced than we ever imagined.

Capture Fairfield Judge

“ “
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Maryam Kakush, Primary 
“Leaf Pile” - Bossley Park
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Emma DiMarzio, Primary 
“Into the Sunset” - Moonrise Hill

Angelena Jarjees, Primary 
“Reddish and Black” - Bossley Park
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Marita Shorros, Primary 
“Looking Up” - Bossley Park
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Fairfield City Council would like to thank the 
2020 Capture Fairfield Visual Arts & Photography 
Competition entrants.

We hope this year’s talent inspires you to capture 
the beauty of our City in 2021.

Chipping Norton Lake 
Lansvale

Entries from this competition will 
form a pictorial history of our current 
heritage that will be preserved for 
future generations.

Heritage Librarian
Fairfield City Council 

“ “


