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SUBJECT: Fairfield City Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement 2040 & 
Accelerated LEP Review Program    

  

 
FILE NUMBER: 18/21479 
 

PREVIOUS ITEMS: 162 - State Government Accelerated LEP Review Program - Update and 
Revised Draft Project Plan - Outcomes Committee - 04 Dec 2018  

 
 
REPORT BY: Andrew Mooney, Executive Strategic Planner; Kerry Longford, 

Consultant Town Planner 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council endorse the Fairfield City Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 

2040 (Attachment A of the report) for public exhibition for a minimum period of 8 
weeks in accordance with the public consultation strategy outlined in the report. 
 

2. Council note that the exhibition of the draft LSPS is a requirement of the 
Accelerated LEP Review Program, requiring the public exhibition to commence by 
28 June 2019 to obtain Milestone 3 grant funding from the State Government. 
 

3. Council authorise editing/formatting and minor content changes to the draft LSPS, 
prior to commencement of public exhibition, with a final copy to be referred to 
Councillors identifying any changes to the content that are made. 

 
Note: This report deals with a planning decision made in the exercise of a function 

of Council under the EP&A Act and a division needs to be called. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A   Fairfield City Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement 2040 97 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
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SUMMARY 
 
In March 2018, the NSW State Government introduced a major amendment to the NSW 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (EP&A) Act 1979 requiring all councils in NSW 
to prepare a local strategic planning statement (LSPS).  The LSPS will become the main 
overarching local planning document that will guide and inform decisions made by Council 
in relation to strategic land use planning directions for Fairfield City.   
 
Preparation of the LSPS is a key component of funding provided to Council by the State 
Government under the Accelerated LEP Review Program and public exhibition of the 
LSPS is required to commence by 28 June 2019 in order to receive the Milestone 3 grant 
funding. 
 
Currently, there is no equivalent to the LSPS under the NSW Planning System.  It differs 
significantly in both its content and structure to other land use strategies Council has 
previously prepared (e.g. residential development and retail strategies). Fundamentally, 

 and Reporting 
documents.  In this regard, the LSPS is informed by the Fairfield City Plan and in turn will 
generate actions within the Delivery Program. 
 
Importantly, the LSPS has statutory weight under the NSW planning regime meaning that 
future decision
environmental plan (LEP) and development control plan (DCP) will need to be consistent 
with relevant themes, directions and actions of the LSPS.    
 
In addition to demonstrating how local strategic planning initiatives align with the land use 

relevant actions and directions being implemented by NSW Greater Sydney Commission 
(GSC) under the Greater Sydney Regional Plan and Western City District Plan.  This 
relates particularly to the area of housing and employment targets and provision of new 
infrastructure required to support future growth in Fairfield City.  
  
The draft Fairfield LSPS 2040 included in Attachment A has been developed following 
internal consultation with Council divisions and reference to relevant themes and directions 
of both the current Fairfield City Plan and the GSC Western City District Plan.   
 
Preparation of document has been overseen by an internal Council Steering Committee.  It 
has also been subject to two phases of a GSC assurance checking process (referred to as 

proposed contents and key directions of the draft LSPS are generally consistent with the 
Western City District Plan.   
 
Under both stages of the assurance checking process, the GSC has provided 

lighted  
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It is important to note that the LSPS is a dynamic/living document.  Under the planning 
legislation it will need to be reviewed at least every 7 years, but may also be reviewed or 
updated by Council on a needs basis where there are changes in land use planning issues 
or policy directions for the City. 
 

Under NSW planning regulations, Council is required to place the draft LSPS 2040 on 
endorsement of the 

recommendations to this report this timeframe will be met. 
 
REPORT 
 
Relationship of the LSPS with land use planning matters & City Plan  
  
Under the changes to the NSW planning legislation, the draft LSPS attached to this report 
will provide a clear direction for strategic planning outcomes for the City concerning the 
delivery of future growth and infrastructure for the City by: 
 

Providing a 20-year land use vision for Fairfield City. 
Outlining the characteristics which make Fairfield City unique. 
Identifying shared community values to be enhanced or maintained. 
Directing how future growth and change will be managed. 
Informing changes to planning rules in the LEP and DCP. 
Implementing the relevant directions and planning priorities in the Western City 
District Plan (2018). 
Identifying specific areas of the City that require detailed strategic planning or are 
ideally situated to take advantage of new major infrastructure (e.g. Western Sydney 
Airport and new public transport systems) and planning initiatives (e.g. Western 
Sydney Aerotropolis) that will drive future urban development in the Western City. 

 
The LSPS will facilitate the integration of the aspirations of the community (as set out in 
the Fairfield City Plan) into the land use planning directions for the City, as well as 
ensuring these actions align as far as possible with initiatives contained in the Western 
City District Plan.  This includes matters such as the delivery of housing supply and 
diversity, supporting employment opportunities and provision of new infrastructure to 
service growth in the City.  
 
The role of the LSPS and relationship with the Regional/District Plans, Fairfield City Plan 
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teams have worked closely to ensure that the current land use themes, initiatives and 
projects contained in Fairfield City Plan have been translated into the framework of the 
draft LSPS. 
 
In future the broad directions of the LSPS will also provide the main strategic foundation 
for informing Council decisions in relation to the rezoning of land (including zoning land for 
new/additional housing), and in making changes to the planning controls and provisions 
contained in the Fairfield City Local Environmental Plan (LEP), associated development 
control plan (DCP) and development contribution plans. 
 
LSPS and Accelerated LEP Review Program 
 
Council entered into the Accelerated LEP Review Program Funding Agreement with the 
State Government in mid-2018 and at the Council Meeting of December 2018 endorsed a 
project plan for the delivery of an updated LEP, DCP and development contributions plan 
by mid-2020.  
 
These plans will be informed by a number of studies and strategies being funded under 
the Accelerated LEP Review Program, including preparation of the draft LSPS. The project 
plan noted that the exhibition of the draft LSPS is required to commence by 28 June 2019. 
 
To date, Council has received 2 milestone payments in accordance with the approved 
project plan, with the third payment (Milestone 3) triggered by the commencement of the 
public exhibition of the draft LSPS. 
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Structure of LSPS 
 
The following table provides an overview of the key elements comprising the draft LSPS. 
 
Section Content/Purpose 

 
About the LSPS 
 
 
 

Provides an overview of the purpose of the LSPS and 

Sydney Regional Plan and Western City District Plan. 

Strategic Context Establishes the overall strategic setting for land use planning 
(both now and anticipated directions into the future) for 
Fairfield City based on goals and directions contained with 
the Fairfield City Plan and Western City District Plan. 
 

Includes a description of the existing urban structure of 
Fairfield City and factors that have given rise to this, including 
the history of settlement, community diversity, role of various 
town centres, cultural attributes, environmental characteristics 
and natural hazards. 
 

Details are provided in relation to key demographic trends 
and characteristics of the area that will need to be taken into 
account in developing future planning directions for the City. 

 

Explains how the above characteristics and patterns of 
growth have given rise to three distinct spatial areas in the 
City being Eastern (older established urban areas settled 
prior to 1970), Central (former Greenfield urban release area 
developed between 1980-90), Western (comprising the 
Western Sydney Parklands, Western Sydney Employment 
Area and Rural Lands).  The key features and opportunities 
for each of these areas are also detailed in this section. 

 
Vision Statement 
 

 
Shaping a Diverse 

 

The draft land use vision statement for the LSPS  
2040  

the existing strengths of the City, in particular community 
diversity and linkages with the following key themes: 
  

1. Community well-being  healthy and liveable places 
2. Infrastructure and places  supporting growth and 

change 
3. Environmental sustainability 
4. Strong and resilient economy 
5. Good governance  advocacy and consultation 
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Themes & Planning 
Priorities 
 

This section of the LSPS identifies the planning priorities that 
are proposed to deliver the above strategic land use vision 
and the themes for the City.  This includes specific land use 
planning measures and actions to be followed in delivering 
future growth and development.  
 

A total of 16 planning priorities have been identified across 
the 5 key themes of the strategic land use vision.   More 
detailed actions appear under each of the planning priorities 
specifying a range of initiatives or actions to be followed in 
delivering the planning priorities and overall vision for the 
City. 

 
Implementation, 
Monitoring, 
Reporting 

policies (e.g. Outdoor Dinning), land use strategies, 
development contribution plans and voluntary planning 
agreements will provide the principal mechanisms for 
implementing the priorities and actions of the draft LSPS  
 
As part of implementation of the LSPS a range of monitoring 
and reporting measures (e.g. completion of land use 
strategies, changes to LEP/DCP provisions) will be 
established to track milestones and delivery of LSPS actions.  

Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework so that progress of 
LSPS initiatives can be reported to Council. 

 
The implementation, monitoring and reporting process will 
also play an important role in informing refinements that may 
be required in future to the themes, planning priorities and 
actions of the LSPS in delivering the strategic land use vision 
for the City. 

 
Action Plan The Action Plan (Appendix 1) of the LSPS sets out all of the 

planning priorities and associated actions of the LSPS and 
allocates a proposed timeline (short, medium, long term), 
responsible authority (including State Government agencies) 
and completion measure relevant for each action 
  

 
The following section of this report provides more detailed information regarding the 
contents of key sections of the draft LSPS, being the Vision Statement, Themes, Planning 
Priorities and Actions.  
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LSPS Vision Statement, Themes & Planning Priorities 
 

 

Statement is important in setting out the overall direction for strategic land use directions of 
the LSPS.   
 

It emphasises that successful integration of diversity into land use planning directions for 
the City will be underpinned by providing greater diversity of housing, employment 
(including the link to entrepreneurial skills of the local community), opportunities for 

attributes. 
 

As shown in the table below, the LSPS Vision Statement is supported by 5 specific themes 
and a total of 16 planning priorities that capture the main aspects of strategic land use 
planning across the City.   
  

These themes and planning priorities are based on a number of existing themes contained 
within the Fairfield City Plan and also provide alignment with strategic land use themes of 

planning themes/priorities and district planning directions of the Western City District Plan. 
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LSPS Actions 
 
Under each of the above planning priorities, detailed actions have been developed setting 
out the specific planning measures and actions that will be followed to address each 
planning priority.  In addition, a preamble is included under each of the above priorities 
providing further background information about the proposed priorities and establishing the 
strategic planning context underpinning the proposed actions. 
 
The draft LSPS attached to this report sets out all of the actions for each of the above 
planning priorities.  There are a total of 77 actions spread across the 16 planning priorities 
of the LSPS.   
 
CONSULTATION STRATEGY 
 
Under the NSW EP&A Act the draft LSPS is required to be placed on public exhibition by 
the 28 June 2019 for a minimum consultation period of 28 days (4 weeks).   Subject to 

above date for an expanded period of 56 days (8 weeks), taking into account the July 
school holiday period. 
 
A range of measures are proposed to promote awareness of the priorities and actions of 
the LSPS and to encourage community feedback as follows; 
 

-  
- Articles in City life and City Connect  
- LSPS flyer to be sent out with upcoming rate notices 
- Media release and information in Mayoral column 
- Posts appearing in Council social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) 
- LSPS stall during NAIDOC week, Local Government Week, Fairfield Markets 
- Targeted consultation of stakeholders (e.g. chambers of commerce, community 

groups) and Council advisory groups (Youth Advisory Group, Arts Advisory Group, 
Multicultural Advisory Group, Sports and Recreation Advisory Group) 

- Notification to adjoining councils, and if necessary, follow up meetings to address 
cross boundary LGA issues 

- Opportunity for residents to book into face to face sessions with Council staff. 
 
At the time this report was being prepared, the process of proofing and editing the draft 
LSPS was still being undertaken.  Accordingly, some minor grammatical and formatting 
changes will need to be made to the final document prior to public exhibition. There may 
also be some minor additional content added where this was not available for inclusion 
prior to this report. The draft LSPS will also be reformatted into a public exhibition format 

with images and photos taken from across the Fairfield LGA.  
 
In light of the above, a recommendation has been included to facilitate these changes with 
a final version of the LSPS to be forwarded to Councillors that notes any content changes 
prior to public exhibition.  



 
OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

  
Meeting Date 11 June 2019  Item Number. 51 
 
 

OUT11062019_7.DOCX 
Outcomes Committee 

Section B 
Page 19 

 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
All NSW councils are required to prepare a local strategic planning statement (LSPS) for 

delivery of a range of strategic land use planning outcomes associated with future urban 
growth and development of Fairfield City.   
 

The various land use planning themes, planning priorities and actions contained in the 
LSPS are also critical in facilitating a range of community aspirations for land use planning 
outcomes contained within the Fairfield City Plan.  The LSPS enables a greater alignment 
between the priorities and actions of local strategy with the land use themes of the Fairfield 
City Plan and directions for urban growth and development contained in the Greater 
Sydney Regional Plan and Western City District Plan. 
 

As detailed in this report, a comprehensive consultation program is proposed (including 
the mail out of an information flyer to all landowners in the City with the upcoming rate 
notices), to raise community awareness about the LSPS and seek their input. 
 

As detailed under the recommendations to this report, a final copy of the draft LSPS will be 
referred to Councillors prior to public exhibition commencing and will include advice about 
any content changes that have been made to the document post adoption of the draft 
LSPS.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Mooney 
Executive Strategic Planner 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Longford 
Consultant Town Planner 
 
Authorisation: 
Manager Strategic Land Use & Catchment Planning 
Group Manager City Strategic Planning  
 
Outcomes Committee - 11 June 2019 
 
File Name: OUT11062019_7.DOCX  
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