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SUBJECT: State Government Accelerated LEP Review Program - Update and Draft 
Project Plan 

  

 
FILE NUMBER: 18/12082 
 

PREVIOUS ITEMS: 76 - State Government Accelerated LEP Review Program - Funding Offer - 
Outcomes Committee - 12 Jun 2018 

 
 
REPORT BY: Marcus Rowan, Manager Strategic Land Use & Catchment Planning; 

Kerry Longford, Counsultant Town Planner 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council endorse the draft project plan for the Accelerated Local Environmental Plan 

Review Program. 
 
2. Council support forwarding the draft project plan for the Accelerated Local 

Environmental Plan Review Program to the Department of Planning and Environment 
for review and approval in accordance with the Funding Agreement. 

 
3. Council endorse the allocation of funds within the 2018-19 Operational Plan for 

expenditure on the projects identified in the final approved project plan. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A   LEP Review Project Plan - Department Planning Template - 

Fairfield Completed Sep 2018 
27 Pages 

AT-B   LEP 2020 Review Project Timeline Draft Sep 18 1 Page 
AT-C   Fairfield LEP Review Health Check Sep 2018 56 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 5 Good Governance and Leadership in the Fairfield City 
Plan. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Council resolved at its 26 June 2018 meeting to participate in the Department of Planning 

accept the funding offer from the Minister for Planning of up to $2.5 million to undertake a 
review of the Fairfield LEP and associated studies within 2 years. 
 
This report considers the draft project plan (Attachment A) for the LEP Review which must 

Milestone 2 of the Accelerated LEP Review Program Funding Agreement.  
 
The draft project plan is consistent with the reporting template provided by the Department 
and is also illustrated in a timeline (Attachment B) which:  
 

Identifies the phases, required status updates and milestones for the 2 year project. 
Identifies supporting studies that will inform the review of the LEP and associated 
plans including development control plans and development contributions plans. 
Establishes a project timeframe and estimated cost for individual components of the 
project, identifying project outputs including a local strategic planning statement 

current Fairfield LEP 2013). The review of the Fairfield DCP and development 
contributions plan will also be undertaken to reflect the new LEP provisions. 

 

draft project plan to be forwarded to the DPE for review and approval (in accordance with 
Milestone 2) which will release the second payment amount. 
 
Background 
 
The Accelerated LEP Review Program Funding Agreement has been formalised (signed) 
by Council and an invoice for the initial funding payment (Milestone 1) has been issued to 
the DPE.  
 
This report considers the draft project plan which must be approved by the DPE in 
accordance with Milestone 2 of the Accelerated LEP Review Program Funding Agreement. 
The draft project plan is based on the analysis undertaken in the LEP Review Report 

 
 
Discussion 
 

 
 

project including the preparation of a draft Local Strategic Planning Statement and future 
planning proposal.  
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The cordance with the LEP 
Roadmap (Guidelines for updating Local Environmental Plans to give effect to the District 
Plans in the Greater Sydney Region) prepared by the Greater Sydney Commission 

 
 

ided in Attachment C and 
indicates that the planning framework for Fairfield City comprising Fairfield LEP 2013, 
existing and updated strategic studies will provide Fairfield City Council with a 
comprehensive framework to respond to the Western City District Plan Objectives and 
Actions. 
 
Draft LEP Review Program Project Plan 
 
The draft project plan for the LEP Review project (refer Attachment A) is based on the 
reporting template provided by the DPE and in accordance with the LEP Review Program 
Funding Agreement.  The draft project plan has been prepared based on the outcomes of 

 
 
The draft project plan is also shown as a timeline (refer Attachment B) which identifies the:  
 

Project phases, required status updates and milestones for the 2 year project. 
Supporting studies that will inform the review of the LEP and associated plans 
(development control plan and development contributions plans). 
Estimated cost for individual components of the project. 

proposal for a new Fairfield LEP (which will replace the current Fairfield LEP 2013). 
These documents will also inform the preparation of a new Fairfield DCP and new 
Fairfield Contribution Plan. 

 
The draft project plan includes a number of studies and strategies which will address the 
objectives and actions of the Western City District Plan and which will inform the 
preparation of the new Fairfield LSPS, Fairfield LEP and associated plans (development 
control plan and development contributions plan) as shown in Figure 1 below.  These 
documents will combine to form the LEP Review Project; the concurrent preparation of the 
reports and studies will ensure that there is a coordinated approach to the analysis and 
recommendations. In addition, a consistent graphic design for all the reports and studies 

 
 
There are a number of key infrastructure and transport projects impacting on future 
planning for Fairfield City which will be considered in the LEP Review including the 

link and the corridor for a future Western Sydney Freight Line which will connect to the 
Sydney freight network. Land use planning for the WSA, including the draft Land Use and 

the sequencing of development in the future economic hub. 
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The location between the larger Metropolitan Centres of Parramatta and Liverpool will 

functions.  
 

ithin the 
Central River City (centred on Greater Parramatta) impacts on future planning with the 
more intensive urban character of the Central River City being reflected in the eastern area 
of Fairfield City, while the western area is influenced by the WSA, the Urban Investigation 
Area (Rural Lands) and key transport corridors.  
 
Housing to accommodate existing and future residents of Fairfield City will be a key 
consideration of the LEP Review project, including location, housing type and dwelling 
numbers. Issues including the dwelling targets established by the State Government and 
housing affordability will also be considered.  A range of employment opportunities and 
future business growth will be investigated in the review of industrial and business zoned 
land. 
 
An internal staff steering committee will be established, meeting monthly and extending to 
the completion of the project (June 2020) to ensure that the project meets the targets 
established in the draft project plan. 
 

 
Figure 1: Summary of LEP Review Project 
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In summary, as shown in the draft project plan for the LEP Review Project (Attachments A 
and B): 
 

The project formally commenced with the signing of the Accelerated LEP Review 
Program Funding Agreement (Milestone 1) considered by Council at its meeting of 26 
June 2018. 

accordance with the LEP Roadmap (Guidelines for updating Local Environmental 
Plans to give effect to the District Plans in the Greater Sydney Region) prepared by 
the GSC. 
A draft project plan has been prepared (refer Attachment A) and must be submitted 
to the DPE for review and final approval as required by Milestone 2 of the Funding 
Agreement. 
A number of the projects identified in the draft project plan have commenced as they 

Housing Strategy, Urban Investigation Areas (Rural Lands), Urban Design Studies, 
Community & Open Space Needs Study and Transport Study). The current and 
2019/20 Operational Plan will be updated to reflect this draft project plan. 

 
The following key reporting requirements and milestones reflect the dates specified in the 
Funding Agreement and form the basis of the draft project plan and timeline (Attachments 
A and B). 
 
Phase 1 
 
LEP Review 

 

Milestone 1 20 Jul 2018 Signing of funding agreement 
(Council completed). 

Quarterly Report 31 Oct 2018 Submission of draft project plan 
for review and approval by the 
DPE (this report). 

Milestone 2 31 Jan 2019 Approval of project plan by the 
DPE. 

Phases 2 & 3 
 
Local Strategic 
Planning 
Statement 

 

Studies and 
Strategies 

Oct 2018  Sep 
2019 

Preparation of studies and 
strategies to inform the draft 
LSPS and LEP Review (and 
associate plans). Note: a number 
of studies will extend beyond Sep 
2019 as they relate to the review 
of associated plans (DCP and 
development contributions plan). 

Milestone 3 28 Jun 2019 Sign-off of draft LSPS by DPE 
and GSC. 
Exhibition of the draft LSPS. 

Phases 4 & 5 
 
Gateway & 
Exhibition of 
Planning 
Proposal/LEP 

Milestone 4 30 Sep 2019 Submission of planning proposal 
for Gateway determination. 
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Phase 6 
 
Plan Making 
(LEP) 

Milestone 5 30 Jun 2020 Submission of planning proposal 
for drafting of updated LEP. 
Completion of LEP Review 
Project 

Phase 7 
 
Draft DCP 

 Jan 2019  Jun 
2020 (follows 
completion of 
LEP Review) 

Preparation of draft DCP to align 
with provisions in the new LEP 
and provide guidance on 
development. 

Phase 8 
 
Draft 
Development 
Contributions 
Plan 

 Jan 2019  Jun 
2020 (follows 
completion of 
LEP Review) 

Preparation of draft development 
contributions plan which will 
consider the increased demand 
for public amenities and public 
services within the area 
anticipated from future 
development under the new LEP. 

Phase 9 
 
Development 
Monitoring 

 Jan 2020 
onwards 

Establish monitoring program 
and data collection for 
development within Fairfield City. 

 
Consultation Strategy 
 
A consultation strategy will be prepared for the LEP Review project to ensure effective 
consultation and information dissemination is programmed into the project plan at the key 
consultation points, including: 

Regular Councillor briefings throughout the project. 
Targeted consultation during the preparation of supporting studies and strategies 
(studies and strategies will be available for comment during the public exhibition of 
the draft LSPS). 
Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement (community consultation). 
Planning Proposal (community consultation). 
Draft Development Control Plan and Development Contributions Plan (community 
consultation). 

 
The consultation will be in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 and Regulation 2000, including statutory time periods. 
 

Communications and Marketing team and will include the following (as a minimum): 
 

Notice in the local newspaper. 
 

Details included in social media (e.g. Facebook). 
ming). 

Notification to landowners both within and directly adjoining the land affected by any 
changes proposed in the Planning Proposal. 
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Notification to affected and adjoining business owners and any relevant business 
chambers and business associations. 
Consultation with State Government Agencies and utility providers. 

 
Following all community consultations, a report will be presented to Council detailing the 
comments received and any changes to the draft documents to address the comments. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The financial implications of the Accelerated LEP Review Program Funding Offer were 
considered in the previous report to Council on the Offer (26 June 2018) including funding 
up to $2.5 million over the financial years 2018/19 and 2019/20 with staged payments: 
 

Milestone 1: Agreement Date ($250,000.00) 
Milestone 2: Approval of Project Plan ($500,000.00) 
Milestone 3: Exhibition of draft Local Strategic Planning Statement ($625,000.00) 
Milestone 4: Submission of Planning Proposal for Gateway Determination 
($625,000.00) 
Milestone 5: Submission of Planning Proposal for LEP drafting ($500,0000.00)  

 
The draft project plan (Attachment A) lists the proposed services to be procured including 
project management and the detailed studies and strategies required to inform the draft 
LSPS and associated planning proposal. An estimate of budgeted costs for these services 
is identified in Section 5 (Procurement) of the draft project plan (Attachment A). 
 
In addition, the staff salary costs, data acquisition/equipment and public 
exhibition/community consultation costs have been estimated in Section 7 (Project Budget) 
of the draft project plan. 
 
Risk Management 
 
The draft project plan (Attachment A) identifies the possible risks associated with the 
projects and how these will be managed and mitigated. Section 8 (Risk Management Plan) 
identifies a range of risks relating to: resources and teams, operational integration/ 
collaboration, feasibility studies, project execution, procurement quality, timing of 
government elections, feedback from State agencies, availability of specialist consultants 
and coordination with other councils on studies and strategies. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council at its meeting of 26 June 2018 has accepted an Accelerated LEP Review Program 
Funding Offer by the Minister for Planning to provide funding to undertake a review of the 
Fairfield LEP. The acceptance of the Offer and signing of the Funding Agreement has 
satisfied Milestone1 of the Agreement. 
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2 year period (until completion in June 2020). Milestone 2 of the Funding Agreement 
requires Council to provide a draft project plan to the Department of Planning and 
Environment for review no later than 31 October 2018. Once the draft project plan is 
approved by the Department, Milestone 2 will be satisfied and the second payment will be 
released.  
 
It is recommended that Council supports the draft project plan for the Accelerated LEP 
Review Program provided in Attachment A to enable it to be forwarded to the Department 
of Planning and Environment. Further, it is requested that Council endorse the allocation of 
funds within the 2018-19 Operational Plan for expenditure on the projects identified in the 
final approved project plan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus Rowan 
Manager Strategic Land Use & 
Catchment Planning 
 
 
 
 

Kerry Longford 
Counsultant Town Planner 
 
Authorisation: 
Group Manager City Strategic Planning  
 
Outcomes Committee - 11 September 2018 
 
File Name: OUT11092018_1.DOCX  

*****   END OF ITEM 119    ***** 
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